
Message from your teacher

Dear Students,

Welcome back to our class and Hello to the new students,

We will start this class by talking about Roman era composers and changing society 
in early 19the century. This period was so  difficult due to political turbulences, the 
industrial revolution, degradation of workers’ living conditions etc. 
But at the same time, we can find colorful music scenery created by musicians, such 
as Mendelssohn, Chopin, Shuman, Liszt, Wagner in different countries and different 
cities …  We will look at the modern era music of course. 

After tracing these music elements, let us try to create new innovative ways to 
expand the music circle in the society. The main theme is  “Art”, × “Music” × ？,  
Those fields will be more important in the future business and other activities. 
I have just received a message from my friend- pianist living in Paris concerning her 
performance with artist living in Kyoto. This is one of example.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53U1nh2Dz-E&feature=youtu.be

I have included a few pages on Mendelssohn for kick-off. 1



Romantic era in music  
Early 19th century

Felix Mendelssohn
at Berlin, Düsseldorf, Leipzig, and Frankfurt
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Composer and conductor
One of the most-celebrated figures of the early Romantic period. 

Classical models + key aspects of Romanticism
Pushed by the artistic movement, feeling and the imagination 
were exalted above rigid forms and traditions.

His most famous works are Overture to A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1826), Italian 
Symphony (1833), a violin concerto (1844), two piano concerti (1831, 1837), the 
oratorio Elijah (1846), and several pieces of chamber music.
Listen: the Violin Concerto in E Minor–Major. 

Classical but with more imagination

In childhood , he traced the music of J. S. Bach, 
Beethoven, Joseph Haydn and Mozart;
We can see those influences in the 12 early string symphonies
（from 1821 to 1823) but those were not publicly performed until 
long after his death.
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Felix was born of Jewish parents who were 
rich and bank owner. The Mendelssohn 
family was proud of their ancestry but they 
adopted the Christian faith. Felix was 
baptized in 1816 as a Lutheran.

At an early age Mendelssohn’s mind 
was widely cultivated and nourished by 
a broad knowledge of the arts. 

He made his first public appearance in 
1818—at age nine—in Berlin.

Rich Jewish family 

In the 20th century the Nazi regime cited 
Mendelssohn's Jewish origin and banned 
performance and publication of his works. 
Nazi asked Nazi-approved composers to 
rewrite A Midsummer Night's Dream (Carl 
Orff obliged).

Under the Nazis, "Mendelssohn was 
presented as a dangerous 'accident' of 
music history. 
The monument dedicated to Mendelssohn  
in Leipzig was removed by the Nazis in 1936. 
The bronze statue of Mendelssohn was 
destroyed by the Nazis in 1936. 

Jewish origin and Nazi regime

But  Mendelssohn's work has been 
appreciated over the last 50 years.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Orff


Revival of Bach, Beethoven, Schubert

Bach
On March 11, 1829, at Berlin, Mendelssohn  
conducted the first performance of the St. 
Matthew Passion, thus inaugurating the 
Bach revival.

Beethoven
In 1858. he gave the first performances in 
London of Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s Emperor and G Major concerti. 
He was among the first to play a concerto 
from memory in public. 

Schubert 
The unperformed Symphony No. 9 might 
have vanished if not for the intervention 
of Robert Schumann. 
Schumann traveled in 1838 to Vienna, where 
he met with Schubert’s brother Ferdinand, 
who showed him the scores of several 
unperformed works. 
Schumann persuaded Ferdinand 
that Symphony No. 9, would be better-off 
in Leipzig, where his friend Felix
Mendelssohn was leading new compositions. 
Mendelssohn agreed to take on the 
symphony, and it was performed the 
following year, albeit in an abridged version.In 1835 he made Leipzig the musical capital 

of Germany. Frédéric Chopin and Robert 
Schumann were among his friends at 
Leipzig, 5



Cultural nationalism

The phrase denotes the belief that each 
nation in Europe had developed 
a culture of its own, with features as 
unique as its language. 

Europe was thus seen as a bouquet 
of diverse flowers harmoniously bunched, 
rather than as a uniform upper-class 
civilization.

A cosmopolitan Europe with limited elite 
class ended pushed by the revolutionary 
idea of the people.

The “uniform” conception presupposed a 
class or elite. The “diverse” implied a number 
of  nations made up of citizens attached to 
their native soil and exclusive understanding 
of all that had been produced on it. 

Goethe in his lyrics exploited 
picturesque sentiment. A scholar such as Herder or 
a poet-dramatist such and such.

The folk or people was not clearly defined, but the 
revolution would shortly start in this direction.

Mendelssohn also,  during his trip to Scotland, found 
the folksongs. He felt those melodies evoked an ear 
for the lovely, fragrant countryside, and a heart for 
the bare legs of the natives. In due course, the literary, 
pictorial, and musical elements of Mendelssohn’s 
imagination are created.
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As early as 1810 the business cycle, the 
exploitation of the worker, and 
the degradation of life had been noted. 
By 1825 Saint-Simon, proposed a 
reorganization of society to cure these evils.
By 1832 the words socialism and socialist were 
in use.

The Industrial Revolution ( 1780s – 1840s) and 
socialism

The development of modern Europe between the 
1780s and 1849 was an unprecedented economic 
transformation. It was the first stages of the great 
Industrial Revolution  and expanded commercial 
activity.
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https://www.britannica.com/event/Industrial-Revolution


In Germany the term Romantismus is applied to only a small group of 
writers, and Goethe and Schiller are called classic. In Poland and in 
Russia, classic is the label for the great writers whose characteristics in 
fact align them with the Romantics.

The main purport of the Romantic movement is commonly said to be 
a revolt against 18th-century rationalism and a resulting variety of 
new attitudes and activities: a turning upon the self, a love of nature, 
the rediscovery of the Middle Ages, the cult of art, a taste for the 
exotic, a return to religion, a fresh sense of history, a yearning for 
the infinite, a maudlin sentimentality, an overvaluing of emotion as 
such, a liberal outlook in politics, a conservative outlook, a socialist-
utopian outlook, and several other “characteristic features.”
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Classic and Romanticism


